CHAPTER  XXXI

WE have now readied the most terrible moment in the fatal
Russian campaign, the passage of the Beresina, which took
place chiefly on November 28. When this ill-omened day
dawned the position of the two armies was as follows. Ort
the left bank Marshal Victor's corps, having evacuated
Borisoff during the night, had reached Stndzianka with the
9th corps, driving a crowd of stragglers before it. The
marshal had left to act as rear-guard General Partouneaux'a
Infantry division, which, having been ordered not to evacuate
the town till two hours later, ought to have sent out several
small detachments to follow the army corps, and so being
connected with the main body by a line of scouts, as it were, to
stake out the direction. Besides this the general ought to
have sent an aide-de-camp to Studzianka to reconnoitre the
roads and come> back to meet the division. But Partouneaux
neglected all these precautions, and contented himself with.
marching at the appointed hour. He came to where twoi
roads forked, and he knew neither of them ; but as he could
not*" have "been ignorant, coming from Borisoff, that the
Beresina was on his left, he might have concluded that in
order to reach Studzianka, which was on the river, it was the*
left-hand road that he ought to take. He did just the con-!
trary, and, mechanically following some light infantry whoi
were in advance, he got on to the right-hand road ancli
walked straight into the middle of Wittgenstein's army-i
The division was quickly surrounded and compelled to layj
down its arms,1 Meanwhile, a major who was in command)

1 Q eneral Partouneaux made an heroic resistance, and "before his division
surrendered it was reduced to a few hundred combatants (see TMers*
History of the Consulate <m<h Mwpire),                                                             'an** of otir account-books, that brave soldier wtmt.
